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Why is journal choice important?



In academia, publish or perish is more than just a cliché. Publishing in
scientific journals with high bibliometric indicators:

These journals also carry more weight in evaluation systems.

career impact
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supports career advancement,

improves the success rate of grant applications,

contributes to a stronger academic profile.



Publishing in a well-matched journal:

visibility, reach and efficiency
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aligns better with editorial expectations, which can reduce
rejection risk and accelerate peer review.

improves discoverability and citation potential, as the work
appears where the academic community expects to find it,



Choosing a reputable journal:

ethical and legal considerations
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protects against predatory publishers and unethical practices,

ensures proper peer review, indexing in scientific databases and
long-term archiving.



Choosing the wrong journal could mean
your publication doesn’t count for
evaluation or funding!



How to find the right journal
...and not perish



Meet Athena





Athena is a web-based application that aggregates metadata from
the following sources:

data sources
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34,088 journals indexed in the Polish national journal ranking
list, a cornerstone in Poland’s performance-based research
assessment framework,

Categories and selected metrics from Web of Science Journal
Citation Reports,

MeSH terms extracted from 3,020,017 articles published
between 2022 and 2024 and indexed in MEDLINE. These were
used to construct thematic profiles of 5233 journals.



filters referring to the national journal list:

point scores ranging from 20 to 200,

and selected scientific disciplines



filters based on WoS JCR data:

impact factor, quartile, percentile

and all Web of Science categories



MeSH term filters with

explode / no explode option

and min. article count threshold



example query using the following criteria:

at least 100 points in the national journal list,

Q1 or Q2 in Journal Citation Reports,

and a min. of 20 articles on tuberculosis

41 journals found



the journal list can be sorted,

for example by impact factor

in descending order



more detailed information

about the journal can be displayed



a journal profile view based on MeSH terms 

for “Lancet Respiratory Medicine”

the profile includes the top 50 terms from

articles published in 2022–2024,

along with some common terms



Thank you for your
time and attention!

This was Athena


